Proposed Decision Memo Issued by CMS on PET for

Initial Treatment of Solid Tumors and Myeloma
Earlier this month, CMS issued a draft decision memo outlining potential coverage of positron emission tomography (PET) for initial treatment of solid tumors and myeloma.  The full text of the draft decision memo can be found at 
cms.gov/mcd/viewdraftdecisionmemo.asp?from2=viewdraftdecisionmemo.asp&id=237&
The decision memo was issued after CMS was asked to reconsider its earlier decision establishing a limit of only one FDG PET study for radiation treatment planning for solid tumor treatment.  This reconsideration will result in the following changes:
· The National Coverage Determination (NCD) will be changed, removing the current restriction of only one FDG PET scan to determine the location and/or extent of the tumor;

· CMS will cover one FDG PET scan used to determine the location and/or extent of the tumor for the therapeutic purposes related to the initial treatment strategy; and
· Local Medicare administrative contractors may use their discretion to cover (or not cover) any additional FDG PET scans.  

CMS is requesting public comment on this policy change.  With the enactment of this change,  local Medicare administrative contractors will use Local Coverage Determinations to specify  number of PET scans to be covered for therapeutic purposes.  
